[Relapsing meningitis and confusion: limbic encephalitis revealing Hodgkin's disease].
An observation of limbic encephalitis associated with Hodgkin's disease is compared with rare cases of the literature. The clinical presentation was relapsing episodes of febrile cognitive disorders with confusion and meningitis, curable after treatment of Hodgkin's disease. Recent concepts on limbic encephalitis are discussed. A seventy-five-year-old patient was hospitalized because of relapsing feverish confusion episodes with meningitis. During the year before his admission he had experienced four spontaneously regressive episodes of feverish confusion. Exploration of these episodes disclosed a paraneoplastic limbic encephalitis due to an underlying Hodgkin's disease. The treatment of Hodgkin's disease led to perfect recovery of cognitive function, so that the patient could drive his car. Lymphoproliferative disease, such as Hodgkin's disease, is a possible diagnosis in patients with limbic encephalitis. A dysimmune process underlying Hodgkin's disease might be operating in this association.